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• Relationships with commercial and non-commercial interests:
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AstraZeneca, Novartis, Pfizer, Bayer, Lilly, Boehringer Ingelheim, Sanofi, Valeant
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AstraZeneca, Servier, Novartis, Pfizer, Bayer, Lilly, Boehringer Ingelheim, Sanofi, 
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commercial or non-commercial organizations

• Potential for conflict(s) of interest:
• Dr. Alan Bell has received payments from Canopy Growth 

Corporation
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• All program content was developed by the speaker

• No commercial or other non-commercial organization has had 
any input to the content of this program
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At the completion of this program participants will:

• Understand the expectations of the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Ontario regarding documentation for authorization 
of cannabis

• Have a complete resource for ensuring adequate 
documentation when authorizing cannabis
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CPSO Principles
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CPSO Principles
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1. Assess the appropriateness of marijuana for the patient
• Consider other treatment options including the oral and buccal 

pharmaceutical form

• Consider risks including, addiction and onset or exacerbation of 
mental illness and, when smoked, symptoms of chronic bronchitis

2. Obtain consent
• Advise patients about the material risks and benefits

• Caution all patients who engage in activities that require mental 
alertness

• Explain to the patient the extent and quality of the evidence



#OMDESC19

CPSO Principles
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3. Determining a safe and effective dose
• Initiate  treatment with a low quantity of cannabis

• Specify the quantity of cannabis to be dispensed

4. Address the risk of abuse, misuse and diversion, similarly to 
how other controlled substances are managed
• Patients are required to sign a written treatment agreement
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How can this be managed in a busy practice?
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With the use of an EMR template 
containing all essential elements

• Composed of 3 sections
• Section 1 – Initial visit SOAP note
• Section 2 – Follow up visits SOAP note
• Section 3 – Clinical tools

• Electronic Version available for upload to Telus Practice 
Solutions

• PDF Version available for desktop to complete and insert in 
patient record for other EMRs
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Initial Visit SOAP Note

TELUS Practice Solutions Version
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Subjective
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Specify Prior Use

Specify Indication 
and Duration

Adequately 
describe symptom
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Subjective
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Describe prior 
treatment 

modalities and 
response

If non-pain 
indication provide 

description
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Objective
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Include physical 
exam, lab and 

imaging

Document 
objective abuse 
risk assessment

Do urine drugs of 
abuse screen

Document 
objective pain 

assessment
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Assessment
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Document summary 
of rationale for use

Screen for risk of 
harm

Document decision 
regarding 

authorization



#OMDESC19

Plan

14

If inhaled is being authorized 
specify rationale vs oral or 

mucosal

Document that smoking is 
discouraged

Document quantity and 
duration of Rx

Complete patient agreement

Specify follow up
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Clinical Tools

Telus Practice Solutions Version
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Abuse Risk Tool
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Pain Assessment Tool
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Interference Tool
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Visual Analog Scale (VAS)
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Patient Agreement (1)

20



#OMDESC19

Patient Agreement (2)
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Patient Agreement (3)
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Medical Document
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PDF Version

For other EMR systems
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PDF Form
Step 1 – Customize this PDF form by filling in your name and 

information below. 

• Information will be automatically saved and pre-filled throughout 

the document 

Step 2 - Save the customized PDF to your files

Step 3 – When you wish to authorize medical cannabis for a 

patient: 

• Open the pre-saved customized PDF form

• Complete the sections applicable to the patient 

• Print the completed form and place it in the patient’s chart or;

• Save the completed form and import into the EMR patient record. 
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PDF Form

Medical Cannabis Authorization Forms

NEW AUTHORIZATION

Medical Document Authorizing the use of 

Cannabis for Medical Purposes under 

the Access to

Cannabis for Medical Purposes 

Regulations

Medical Cannabis Authorization Forms

FOLLOW UP

Patient Agreement for Marijuana Therapy
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Cannabis Authorization Chart Templates
PDF and Telus PS Files Download

https://sites.google.com/fusionmd.ca/bulletproofyourpractice
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Slide courtesy of A Bell MD

Click Here or Here to 
Download

https://sites.google.com/fusionmd.ca/bulletproofyourpractice
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Resources

Health Canada

• Information for Health Care Professionals Cannabis (marihuana, marijuana) and the cannabinoids 
http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/dhp-mps/alt_formats/pdf/marihuana/med/infoprof-eng.pdf

College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario

• Policy Statement: Marijuana for Medical Purposes
http://www.cpso.on.ca/policies-publications/policy/medical-marijuana

College of Family Physicians of Canada

• Authorizing Dried Cannabis for Chronic Pain or Anxiety – preliminary guidance
http://www.cfpc.ca/Dried_Cannabis_Prelim_Guidance/

National Academies of Sciences Engineering and Medicine

• The Health Effects of Cannabis and Cannabinoids: The Current State of Evidence and Recommendations for Research 
2017
http://www8.nationalacademies.org/onpinews/newsitem.aspx?RecordID=24625

http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/dhp-mps/alt_formats/pdf/marihuana/med/infoprof-eng.pdf
http://www.cpso.on.ca/policies-publications/policy/medical-marijuana
http://www.cfpc.ca/Dried_Cannabis_Prelim_Guidance/ 
http://www8.nationalacademies.org/onpinews/newsitem.aspx?RecordID=24625
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QUESTIONS?

30


